		
	           
Rt Hon George Osborne MP
Chancellor of the Exchequer
HM Treasury
Horse Guards Road
LONDON SW1A 2HQ

1st August 2011

Dear Chancellor

Bristol Fawcett is a group of members of the Fawcett Society who work at a local level to improve policy and services for women and girls, and to bring an informed gender equality perspective to local decision making bodies.  We are in the process of writing a report analysing the cumulative and differential impact on women of the public spending cuts in Bristol.  
 
We read with dismay the recent report by Fawcett and the Institute for Fiscal Studies “Single Mothers, Singled Out”.  We were shocked by what seems to be a punitive level of discrimination and hardship that will apply to single mothers as a result of your department’s proposed cuts.  We were also shocked that it appears that the Treasury has not yet embedded the application of gendered household analysis when devising its programmes of spending and cuts.  Having followed the legal challenge of the government’s budget by Fawcett last year, we know that there is now increased awareness across government that policies devised without adequate equality impact assessment may well have unintended disproportionate impact on certain sections of our society.

We would like your assurance that you will insist on gendered household analysis being undertaken as a matter of course during the development of economic policy, in order that the continuing programme of cuts will not continue to impact most acutely on those who can least afford it.

We welcome a response to our letter and are particularly interested to have your views on the importance of gender aware budgeting.

Sincerely




For Bristol Fawcett
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