EXPLORING GENDER STEREOTYPES

LESSON PLAN

Developed for Year 6 at Hotwells school, Bristol,  Summer term 2009. 

AIMS

1. To raise awareness of the stereotyping of gender identities for children communicated through the toys and clothes that are marketed to them 

2. To consider the implications both for them as children and the kind of adult world they are being prepared for

3. To discuss whether they should be challenged and if so how that might be done

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. The class will have learnt what a ‘stereotype’ is and some of the means by which gender stereotypes are constructed and communicated

2. Will have thought critically about the gender stereotypes, what they mean to them as individuals, for the world in which they will grow up and whether and how they should be challenged.

LESSON PLAN

Introduction – 

Traditional rhyme (on OHP or white board)

WHAT ARE LITTLE GIRLS MADE OF?

SUGAR AND SPICE AND ALL THINGS NICE

That’s what little girls are made of.
WHAT ARE LITTLE BOYS MADE OF?

SLUGS AND SNAILS AND PUPPY DOGS TAILS

That’s what little boys are made of!
Do the class know of this old traditional rhyme? 

What think of it?  Dated/old fashioned?  

This afternoon we are going to explore today’s ideas about what girls and boys are – or are expected to be.  

What are today’s attitudes?

Where do they come from?

Are we ok with them?

Do they matter?  

To do that we are going to do an exercise using pages from Argos catalogues.  First we will gather our ‘data’ or ‘evidence’ and then we are going to think about what it means and how we feel about what we have found. 

Distribute relevant pages from Argos  catalogues. . 1 pack between two 

1. Collate data: working in pairs: first of all make two piles of pictures – one pile of things you think are directed at girls , one pile for boys.  You might like to make another pile of things that are for either

· too many to do all – just go for the ones that are really clear = on some pages a mixture – so cut out.  Other pages are one or the other so put the whole page on the relevant pile.

2. Analysing it – still working in pairs fill out the work sheets. to think about what are the signs (eg colour) that makes you think they are aimed at either girls or boys. What kinds of toys in each section?  What attributes (adjectives)?

· WORKSHEETs There was one for girls, one for boys each with 3 columns “Colour” “type of toy” “What are ‘catalogue’” girls (or boys) like.

3. Working with table group

· make collages on flip chat sheets: one of girls, one for boys, one for either.

· discuss: what do you think the catalogue seem to suggest girls should be like?  Boys should be like? Have some one ready to tell the whole class what your table thought

· What do you think about these notions of girl-ness and boy-ness?

4. Whole class discussion: add main comments/adjectives to flip chart or white board for all to see and consider.  Maybe use coloured pens

5. Introduce idea of stereotype “widely held but fixed and oversimplified idea of a particular type of person” 

· Do we all fit the stereotype?  Does it limit?

· Play activity and toys are partly about preparing children for adult life.  What does the catalogue stereotype say about roles for men and women?

6. Philosophy session : key points – what do you think about the exercise? What issues/questions/concerns have come up for you? Does it matter?

7. What have you taken from the session? Reflect take a few minutes to think and write a couple of sentences.

