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Bristol Fawcett statement to Full Council - sexual entertainment venue licensing
Since the Licensing Act 2003 came into force, local authorities have been compelled to license lap dancing clubs (venues where live entertainment is provided for the purpose of sexual stimulation of the customers)  in the same way as cafes and karaoke nights – i.e. simply with a premises licence.  
As your papers from your officers have described, under this legislation - which failed to differentiate between sexual entertainment and any other kind of entertainment - local authorities were prevented from considering the issues particular to sexual entertainment venues. 
When deliberating licence applications from lap dancing clubs they have been unable to stipulate conditions and controls - such as the maximum number of lap dancing clubs permitted in our community or whether private booths are permitted in the clubs.  This is in contradiction to their legal obligation to consider the impact of their decisions on women and men and to promote gender equality in all they do.  For example many women and girls have reported feeling unsafe in the vicinity of some of these venues yet it is only people living near the proposed venues who have been able to lodge their concerns.  Research also reveals that individuals performing in the clubs routinely face exploitative working conditions and lax controls: for example across the UK several clubs have been found to be hosting underage lapdancers – including a 14-year old child in a club in Weston-Super-Mare.
Bristol Fawcett, and Bristol Women's Forum, recognised this problem back in 2003 and have been raising awareness of the issue ever since.
In 2008 75% of local authorities responding to Government consultation – including Bristol – requested extra powers to regulate the rapid growth of lap dancing clubs and said that they would support government moves to introduce the category of ‘Sex Encounter Establishment’ for the lap dancing industry.
The very real concerns of local authorities and local people can now be considered under the new legislation, which recognises the loophole in the Licensing Act 2003.
The amendment recognises that lap dancing clubs provide sexual entertainment.  Passing the resolution to adopt the new legislation will grant Bristol City Council greater powers to regulate lap dancing clubs and will give local people and their elected representatives a greater say in the licensing process.

Bristol Fawcett welcome and strongly support the proposed adoption of the amendment to legislation which will close the loophole in the Licensing Act 2003, and which will provide an appropriate licensing system for lap dancing clubs and other sex entertainment establishments. 
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