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Bristol Rape Crisis Response to Bristol City Council’s Consultation of the Development of Sexual Entertainment Venue Policy.

Bristol Rape Crisis is a specialist support service for women and girls in and around Bristol who have experienced any form of sexual violence, at any point in their lives. Bristol Rape Crisis also supports the friends and family of people affected by sexual violence. Bristol Rape Crisis works to raise awareness of sexual violence and challenge the myths and mis-conceptions about it. We lobby and campaign locally and nationally to promote the needs of women and girls.

We are glad of the opportunity to provide the working group with our views and evidence in relation to ‘sexual entertainment’ venues. 

Response:

What factors do you think the Council should take into account when considering if the numbers of sexual entertainment venues should be restricted in the locality in which premises for which a licence is sought are situated? 

There are a number of significant factors that the council should take into account. Each of these factors relates to the legal obligation of the council under the Gender Equality Duty (2007) to eliminate unlawful gender discrimination and harassment and to promote equality of opportunity between women and men. Research evidence demonstrates that so-called ‘sexual entertainment’ venues are not sources of ‘harmless entertainment’ rather they lead to physical and psychological violence and abuse of women (Object, 2009; Raphael & Shapiro, 2004; Bindel, 2004; Holsopple, 1999). A growing body of research into the consequences of ‘sexual entertainment’ venues has linked them to:

1) Increased reports of rape and sexual assault (Eden, 2007; Raphael & Shapiro, 2004)

2) Sexual harassment of women working in the clubs from both employers       and customers (Raphael & Shapiro, 2004; Bindel, 2004)

Research indicates that common complaints include: drunkenness, heckling during cabaret shows, trying to grab women, asking for sexual services, touching their own genitals (Bindel, 2004)

3) Increased harassment from men leaving the club or touts outside

4) Increased fear of violence & fear of travelling (Eden, 2007)

5) The coercion of women into prostitution (Bindel, 2004) 

Rather than it being the case that women ‘choose’ to offer sexual services some women are likely to feel that they have little choice. As one researcher into this area has explained:

“The lack of employment rights, for some women the experience of accumulating debt, expectations of the customers, fierce competition, and a link in public perceptions between lap dancer and stripper/prostitute, create an overall climate where the selling and buying of sex on the premises becomes more likely” (Bindel, 2004:49)

6) The creation of opportunities for prostitution

In one Scottish research study, 31% of men who bought sex, purchased it in a lap-dancing club. (Mcleod, Farley, Anderson & Golding, 2008).

7) Use of lap dancing clubs by sex traffickers to ‘hide’ women trafficked into prostitution (Eden, 2007)  

8) Use of underage dancers (Bindel, 2004), such venues thus represent a risk to children as well as women.

9) Drug-taking (Eden, 2007)

10) The sexual objectification of women and promotion of sexual availability (Object, 2009). 

Research has linked sexual objectification of women and girls to negative body image and self esteem; high rates of eating disorders; seeking plastic surgery; sexual bullying and damaging sexual relations between young people (Object, 2009: 3)

11) Working conditions and terms of employment of lap dancers are frequently inadequate and problematic (Bindel, 2004) these venues are therefore highly likely to undermine gender equality.

12) A recent independent review of research commissioned by the Home Office notes how lap dancing was cited as an aspirational career by young girls (Papadopoulos, 2010).  Refusing to allow such venues would send a clear message that lap dancing is neither acceptable nor aspirational.

13) Such venues promote sexist attitudes to women, which can then lead to    sexual harassment and discrimination. 

There is clear evidence of the considerable negative impact that ‘sexual entertainment’ venues have on gender equality and on women and girl’s experiences of discrimination and harassment. To allow sexual entertainment venues would prohibit the ability of the council to fulfil their obligations set out under the Gender Equality Duty (2007). It is thus the view of Bristol Rape Crisis that the appropriate number to be set should be nil.


>If the council agreed to licence a sexual entertainment venue, what conditions do you think should usually be imposed on the licences (e.g. use of CCTV, signage on the premises, hours of operation, protection of staff)? 

It is the view of Bristol Rape Crisis that licenses should not under any circumstances be granted for ‘sexual entertainment’ venues.
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