Angel’s findings

Women and Media: 15 October – 15 November 2008

Mission Statement:

My questions for Bristol Feminist Network and the Fawcett Society are these – 

Are women enjoying the same sort of opportunities and coverage in the Arts World as men? When women are represented, how are they being represented? 

Are they objects or subjects?

I was also interested to see if less ‘mainstream’ or more ‘alternative’ venues would have more parity in terms of gender male/female representation than mainstream ones. 

I started by identifying venues across Bristol that offered up comedy, film, theatre, dance and music during the relevant period of 15 October to 15 November. I then began to note the gender of directors, actors and performers. I also analysed subject matter.

The following venues were included for consideration:

The Watershed (Cinema /Digital Media/Events)

The Cube Microplex (Cinema/Events)

Arnolfini (Dance/Film/Events/Exhibitions/Music)

The Alma Tavern Theatre (Theatre)

The Hen and Chicken (Comedy)

Conclusion:

At first glance, it is obvious that the female gender is under-represented across venues in Bristol.  The only venues that offered an interesting selection of female work and representation were the Arnolfini and the Alma Tavern. 

Comedy and film were the two areas that had little representation of women in the media, whereas dance and theatre had a higher output across the board. 

Looking at subject matter, the topics available that were portrayed by women were split evenly between particularly female-centric themes and general experience of both genders.

In conclusion, I would like to see a higher percentage of women’s work in the media so that I can see an equal amount of women being represented as I know exist in society today. 

Of course, my findings are only a selective snapshot as Bristol offers so many cultural events over a month, but I hope that the platform I have provided provokes further thought, comment and activism!

REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN IN THE MEDIA PROJECT Results:

The Watershed: OCTOBER

28 films were shown across the period 15 October – 15 November. 

12 films 15 -31 October (minus Wildscreen Festival)

16 films 1- 15 November (including Afrika Eye Festival)

1 Female director could be found for the following 15 - 31 October - 

‘Unrelated’  - Joanna Hogg (UK 2007) 

‘A refreshingly original portrait of a woman of a certain age and a bold comment on middle-class sensibilities’. 

4 Female lead characters could be found in the following 15 - 31 October - 

‘Unrelated’  - Joanna Hogg (UK 2007) 

‘A refreshingly original portrait of a woman of a certain age and a bold comment on middle-class sensibilities’. 

‘Alexandra’ – Aleksandr Sokurov (Russia 2007)

‘A no-nonsense matriarch who travels to visit her grandson at his military base in Chechnya. A lone woman in this middle-of-nowhere landscape populated entirely by soldiers, she is an unlikely yet welcome apparition, embodying long-lost comforts of home for boys who lose their innocence in the horrors of battle.’

‘Import/Export’ – Ulrich Seidl (Austria 2007)

‘Moving in diametrically opposed directions, the film traces two peripatetic journeys toward a better life: Nurse Olga leaves the poverty of the Ukraine for a new start in Austria, while unemployed Austrian Paul heads to the Ukraine in search of work.’

‘The Fall’ – Tarsem Singh (UK/India 2006)

‘This multi-layered epic begins in a 1915 Los Angeles hospital ward, where injured stuntman Roy spins an increasingly dark tale for fellow patient, five-year- old Alexandria.’

The Watershed: NOVEMBER

28 films were shown across the period 15 October – 15 November. 

12 films 15 -31 October (minus Wildscreen Festival)

16 films 1- 15 November (including Afrika Eye Festival)

3 Female directors could be found for the following 1 – 15 November –  

‘Barakat! – Enough!’ – Djamila Sahraoui (Algeria/France 2006)

‘Set in war-torn Algeria in the 1990s, Barakat! Follows two women, Amel and Khadija, in their dangerous search for Amel’s husband, a journalist whose writings resulted in his disappearance.. Ignoring curfews and facing the constant threat by armed militia, the two women challenge the men they encounter to accept them and help them with their search.’

‘Let’s talk about the rain’ – Agnes Jaoui (France 2008)

‘Agathe, a self-regarding feminist who is entering into politics, returns to her childhood home only to be persuaded by the housekeeper’s son, an aspiring film-maker, and his friend to be the subject of a series of programmes on “successful women”. 

‘Fear(s) of the Dark’ – Marie Caillou (and others) (France 2007)

‘Six fearful tales from some of the world’s most renowned comic and graphic artists. From a besotted student whose girlfriend is weirdly ardent in her affections, to a Japanese schoolgirl menaced by a long dead samurai and a pack of hounds on a bloodthirsty rampage.. ‘

4 female lead characters could be found for the following 1 – 15 November –  

Barakat! – Enough!’ – Djamila Sahraoui (Algeria/France 2006)

‘Set in war-torn Algeria in the 1990s, Barakat! Follows two women, Amel and Khadija, in their dangerous search for Amel’s husband, a journalist whose writings resulted in his disappearance.. Ignoring curfews and facing the constant threat by armed militia, the two women challenge the men they encounter to accept them and help them with their search.’

‘Let’s talk about the rain’ – Agnes Jaoui (France 2008)

‘Agathe, a self-regarding feminist who is entering into politics, returns to her childhood home only to be persuaded by the housekeeper’s son, an aspiring film-maker, and his friend to be the subject of a series of programmes on “successful women”. 

‘Fear(s) of the Dark’ – Marie Caillou (and others) (France 2007)

‘Six fearful tales from some of the world’s most renowned comic and graphic artists. From a besotted student whose girlfriend is weirdly ardent in her affections, to a Japanese schoolgirl menaced by a long dead samurai and a pack of hounds on a  film. 

The Cube Microplex: OCTOBER 15 - 31

Showcased 16 films and 2 music gigs and 2 events.

0 female artists, film directors or female lead characters - October 15 - 31:

The Cube Microplex: NOVEMBER 1 – 15

Showcased 3 films, 6 music gigs.

1 female director and 1 female character in the same  film November 10 -15

‘Viva’   -  Anna Biller (USA 2007)

‘looks like a loving tribute to soft-core exploitation films of the late 60’s.. but questions the emotional price of free love.’

‘

1 female musician.

‘Soe’za’ – Seven piece band from the M4 corridor

‘Soe’za mix Can-esque grooves.. in the shape of Ben Owen’s clear-voiced declarations and Jenny Robinson’s soulful melodies.’

Arnolfini – OCTOBER 15 – 31, NOVEMBER 1 - 15

DANCE

Sarah Cunliffe: ‘Laura’

Featuring female director and 4 female dancers.

LIVE ART

Folake Shoga: ‘The Long Dark Truth’

Produced in collaboration with her daughter.

‘Exploring the dark landscapes and imagery that surround the idea of the wicked step-mother’.

Marcia Farquhar: ‘Black and White and Red All Over’

‘A live consideration of the semiotics of good girl/bad girl fashion.’

Monika Tichacek: ‘The Shadowers’

‘Weaving a coded language of pain and desire, the lush imagery powerfully suggests the fragility of existence’

Annette Foster: ‘Destiny’

‘Muses about the swoon and the lives of the hysteric women in the black and white photographic iconography of Saltpetriere asylum.’

Francesca Steele: ‘Pulse’

‘the artist amplifies the feelings of being physically, psychologically and biologically ‘here now’: just you and her.’

Traci Kelly, Folake Shoga, Clare Thornton, Annette Foster, Marcia Farquhar: 

‘ They followed a path through the forest until..’

‘Reflecting on the themes of nature, myth and female sexality raised during this weekend of performances, Kelly will lead a walk through the woods where (she) will lead a discussion with he artists and the audience.’

FILM

Robert Mitchum: ‘Two For The Seesaw’

‘Co-star Shirley Maclaine compliments Mitchum’s unusual performance to such an extent that the movie began  a real-life affair that almost ruined Mitchum’s marriage.’

The Benn Lecture 2008: Yasmin Alibhai – Brown

Arnolfini featured a female artist or performer or exhibitor practically every day in the programme for both October 15- 31 and November 1 – 15.

The Tobacco Factory – OCTOBER 15 – 31, NOVEMBER 1 – 15

The House of Letitia Smith – Lucy Catherine

A play about self-harm

Jollity Farm – Heather Williams

A play about mental health in young males

Oh What a Lovely War – Sue Williams

(Based on Joan’s Littlewood’s Theatre Workshop Production)

A moving expose of an unforgettable moment in history

Of all the 13 plays, events and comedies featured in October and November, only the 3 plays above featured were directed by or written by women. 

The Alma Tavern Theatre: OCTOBER 15 – 31, NOVEMBER 1 – 15

Loose Connections – Helen Bradbury (author)

Karaoke For One – Amanda Horlock (director)

Bittern End – Elaine Eveleigh (author)

One More Trick – Amanda Horlock (director)

Metal Remains – Natalie McGrath (author)

Alison Comley (director)

All plays shown during the relevant period had either a female author or director. 

THE COMEDY BOX – OCTOBER 15 – 31, NOVEMBER 1 – 15

There were no females on the programme during this period.

