Women Comedians

Below are the results of a Google search on ‘women comedians’.  This simple search revealed that the phrase is seen as inherently problematic: most articles ask why women aren’t funny.  

Below is a selection from the first page of results.  The Football.Net discussion is particularly revealing.

Natasha Mulvihill (Nov 08)
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Revealed: Why men don't fall for funny women. 

Well there's a mystery solved. Scientists have discovered the reason why Jo Brand isn't a man-magnet: it's because she tells jokes.

Researchers questioned hundreds of men about their turn-ons - and found that they don't fancy funny women.

Although they cited "sense of humour" as a plus, it seems they meant someone willing to laugh at their jokes, rather than crack them herself.

The study, to be published in the scientific journal Evolution and Human Behaviour this week and reported in yesterday's Independent on Sunday, suggests it's because men find wisecracking women a threat.

Men, it seems, see jokes as their domain, and don't like the idea of a witty women getting laughs at their expense.

Psychologist Dr Rod Martin, who led the research, said it explained why women were under-represented in stand-up.

"One of the reasons why men don't like female comedians may be that humour is seen as a masculine thing."

 (Source: BBC Comedy Blog, 30 Jan 2006, http://www.bbc.co.uk/comedy/news/2006/01/30/29236.shtml)

If women aren't funny, how come the world's hottest, most controversial comedian is female?

 [...]An opinion poll carried out last year by BMRB to list Britain's funniest women came up with 20, four of them dead (anyone for Hylda Baker?), and none under 40. The youngest was Caroline Aherne, co-writer and star of the late-Nineties hit, The Royle Family, who has done little since. Other than Aherne and the actress Kathy Burke, every woman on the list had peaked in the Eighties or earlier.

Again and again women stars seem to rise from stand-up, burn fast in TV comedy, then disappear. Pamela Stephenson was the first such example from the modern age; Doon Mackichan and Rebecca Front represented the best of groundbreaking Nineties TV comedy like The Day Today and its spin-offs. They were teamed with names like Steve Coogan, Patrick Marber, Armando Iannucci and Chris Morris - but of all of those, the women have progressed least. It's a long-standing curse - what happened to Connie Booth, Monty Python regular and co-writer and co-star of Fawlty Towers?

There was a golden age of the female stand-up which coincided with the latter years of Britain's only female prime minister. Women comics do well in politically charged times and, in the late Eighties and early Nineties, stand-ups driven by the fierce engines of feminism and anti-Toryism seemed for a moment to be at the cutting edge of humour in this country. 'There was a tiny crack and the doors opened,' says Jenny Eclair, perhaps the funniest and certainly the fiercest of the 'hairy armpit' wave, comics like Jo Brand, Jo Caulfield, Hattie Heyridge and Rhona Cameron, now more often found on the safer shores of Radio Four.

'We changed female comedy,' says Eclair, 'and for a while it was very modern and fashionable. It was our job and we did it well. But people get tired of that - "Jenny Eclair talking about periods and Jo Brand talking about fat" - and I got jaded of being this sour monkey jumping about increasingly desperately. Women's stand-up has never got out of the ghetto - there's no female Eddie Izzard, able to go beyond sexuality, boyfriends, periods and weight. Though I still think there's room for a great period joke...' Some other great funny women whose careers were born in that era have done better - but most comics would call Jennifer Saunders and Dawn French primarily character actors. Victoria Wood, who was a stand-up with a penchant for considerable obscenity, according to legend, is now best known for writing middle-aged TV sitcom with Dinnerladies and Acorn Antiques.

Stand-up comedy is even more a masculine domain than television. Women are a tiny part of the scene. For instance, the bill for March's Glasgow International Comedy Festival features four women solo acts among over 30 male ones. Some of the men, too, have been around a very long time - Arnold Brown, for instance, is on the bill: he won the Perrier Comedy Award when I was on the judging panel for it at the Edinburgh Festival 19 years ago. Only two solo women (Eclair and, in 2005, Laura Solon) have ever won the Perrier in its 25-year history. If anything, women stand-ups are becoming rarer - in the nine years before Solon's victory, 36 men and only one woman were nominated.

Women's short shelf-life in comedy is in part explained by the fast track offered by TV to female talent - any woman whose head rises over the parapet of 'actually quite funny' on the stand-up circuit is instantly nabbed by TV execs desperate to improve the gender balance of their comedy line-ups. They don't often come back. Comedy critic Bruce Dessau deplores the trend, but can understand it. 'TV is a safe haven, there's a guaranteed paycheck, and lots of stand-ups have to take it. There's two female comics in the cast of Coronation Street at the moment.'

With TV taking the cream, says Dessau, the material done by women on the stand-up circuit is 'pretty safe and bland'. (Jenny Eclair is ruder: 'I think it's become very light, very frothy - very pixyish.') Dessau sees a few bright sparks - Shazia Mirza, for instance. But generally men are taking the form forward. And what I've seen on the stand-up circuit backs that up. There are a lot of women trying to out-bloke the blokes, with gross-out comedy the model - try Debra-Jane Appleby. There's some good work in the 'my life' story-telling genre, exemplified by Glasgow landlady Janey Godley. Some of the funniest traditional, free-form stand-up comes from visiting Australians like Kitty Flanagan.

Men outnumber women similarly in stand-up in the States, but women seem to make more of a splash. This is part explained by the fact that American mainstream television is far less welcoming to potentially offensive comedy than it is in Britain - it won't take the risks. So American comics like Silverman and Elizabeth Cho, who want to do material about sex and drugs, stay on the circuit much longer, polishing and refining, dipping their toe into TV with bit-part work to pay their bills, but using DVD and now cable TV as a means of circulating their adult stage material more widely, just as Richard Pryor and Eddie Murphy did with their 'in-concert' videos before them.

Silverman has two advantages comics here perhaps don't - she performs to a nation still a little more innocent, still capable of being challenged by comedy. Her other is that she doesn't do characters - or rather she does only one character - the beyond-Sarah, the Frankenstein Sarah. 'I actually think of it as a character,' she says. 'I mean, I don't have a weird voice or always have to be angry. I'm completely myself on stage. I talk the way I talk and I move the way I move, but inside, I think she's more obnoxious, ignorant yet arrogant.'

Silverman achieves something no British female stand-up since Victoria Wood has done, which is to create a wholly feasible comic persona, a stage self, who remains intact from show to show. Male comics like Eddie Izzard do it all the time - female comics, it seems, aren't given the chance.

 (Source: Observer, 12 March 2006, http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2006/mar/12/features.woman5)

FootballForums.Net discussion on the subject of ‘Funny Women Comedians’
	Funny women comedians 



Are there any?

Watching this American bird on Jonathan Ross I'm not so sure. Canned laughter on overdrive.

Joan Rivers, Jo Brand maybe but I can't think of any young funny female comics.

__________________

Quote:

"The ultimate satisfaction is to win a match and to be able to say that your supporters were transported somewhere beautiful for an hour and a half" - Arsene Wenger 
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17th October 2008, 23:26 
	  #2 

	Kelly_Owls 

...is cool as f*ck...

 


 

Join Date: Feb 2004

Posts: 28,548 

Location: in your dreams...
	There are NONE.
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17th October 2008, 23:26 
	  #3 

	'Uddersfield 

Huddersfield 4-0 Chickens

 


 

Join Date: Apr 2006

Posts: 11,876 
	Silverman can be very funny, not so much now..

__________________
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17th October 2008, 23:28 
	  #4 

	Geordielen 

Keep the Faith!

 


 

Join Date: May 2006

Posts: 3,341 

Location: Gateshead
	Quote:

Originally Posted by 'Uddersfield 

Silverman can be very funny, not so much now..

Is that her who is on Jonathon Ross now ? I have never heard of her, and after a few minutes of watching her, she seems annoying as f*ck.

__________________
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17th October 2008, 23:42 
	  #6 

	Ollie*CUFC 

Registered User

 


 

Join Date: Aug 2006

Posts: 10,363 
	women aren't funny. PHAKT.

__________________
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17th October 2008, 23:46 
	  #7 

	StretfordEnd 

Administrator

 


 

Join Date: Jul 2002

Posts: 50,134 

Location: Manchester
	Quote:

Originally Posted by Robin_L 

Joan Rivers, Jo Brand maybe but I can't think of any young funny female comics.

Joan Rivers was mildly funny 20 years ago, Jo Brand less so, and you're right, there are no funny women on TV or doing stand up these days.

__________________
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17th October 2008, 23:47 
	  #8 

	WhoIzzet 

Pride of the South

 


 

Join Date: Mar 2004

Posts: 8,247 

Location: Horndean, Hants
	Yeah, I thought Sarah Silverman was alright. But without sounding sexist, women generally don't do great stand-up comedy.

__________________


Cheers, Chefuberjuice. 
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17th October 2008, 23:48 
	  #9 

	Robin_L 

Newshound

 


 

Join Date: Feb 2003

Posts: 10,403 
	Quote:

Originally Posted by Ollie*CUFC 

women aren't funny. PHAKT.

I can't decide if it's that or if men subconsciously resist finding women funny unless they're absolutely hilarious.

__________________

Quote:

"The ultimate satisfaction is to win a match and to be able to say that your supporters were transported somewhere beautiful for an hour and a half" - Arsene Wenger 



	[image: image45.png]


  
	



	[image: image47.png]


18th October 2008, 00:09 
	  #10 

	vincentvega 

Registered User

 

Join Date: Jun 2008

Posts: 102 
	i thought silverman was quite good tonight. would have been tough for anyone who is only semi-known in britain to follow household names like gervais and ramsay



Last edited by vincentvega : 18th October 2008 at 00:15. 
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18th October 2008, 02:20 
	  #11 

	Ollie*CUFC 

Registered User

 


 

Join Date: Aug 2006

Posts: 10,363 
	Every woman I've ever met has been humourless. (almost true)

Quote:

Originally Posted by Robin_L 

I can't decide if it's that or if men subconsciously resist finding women funny unless they're absolutely hilarious.

The first bit.

__________________

[image: image53.jpg]Ve . !4,"‘
A l . e





	[image: image54.png]


  
	



	[image: image56.png]


18th October 2008, 02:27 
	  #12 

	Lockie 

Registered User

 


 

Join Date: Dec 2007

Posts: 2,959 
	The filthy woman. What's her name. Not Rhona Cameron. Annie something I think her name is.... she's got a funny routine - but she never changes it.

Gina Yashere is similar.

edit: found her, not Annie something... Mandy Knight.

__________________
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Last edited by Lockie : 18th October 2008 at 02:36. 
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18th October 2008, 10:08 
	  #13 

	YipJaapStam 

CHAMPIONEEES

 


 

Join Date: Jul 2002

Posts: 14,661 
	I thought Silverman was quite good on 8 Out Of 10 Cats this week but saw her on Jonathon Ross and my opinion of her has now changed.

Can't think of any really.
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18th October 2008, 11:08 
	  #14 

	MUFC_Boydie 

Champions of Europe

 


 

Join Date: Jan 2008

Posts: 3,423 

Location: Holton-le-Clay, Grimsby
	usually the women on things like Mock the Week end up making an awkward unfunny joke right after Frankie Boyle's gems, and its like, please just throw yourself out of comedy and never return.

__________________


Last Match - UNITED 1-0 QPR 
Next Match - UNITED vs. Stoke 
Top Scorer - Cristiano Ronaldo (7) 
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	DDRickyDD 

NK Zvijezda Gradačac.

 


 

Join Date: Feb 2008

Posts: 786 

Location: Lancashire.
	I can't think of any either.

__________________
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	  #16 

	UNITED 

Registered User

 


 

Join Date: Jun 2007

Posts: 1,065 
	Quote:

Originally Posted by MUFC1999 

usually the women on things like Mock the Week end up making an awkward unfunny joke right after Frankie Boyle's gems, and its like, please just throw yourself out of comedy and never return.

i cant realy think of any

there was this woman couple of months age on mock the week who made shockingly bad jokes about how bin laden was gentle and caring or something

__________________
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18th October 2008, 19:39 
	  #17 

	sbrjack 

Always a jack

 


 

Join Date: Dec 2007

Posts: 1,302 
	Silverman is very funny but it takes a while to warm to her
Jennifer Saunders
Dawn French
Joe Brand 
Rhona Cameron
Catherine Tate
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18th October 2008, 20:00 
	  #18 

	CelticRed 

deeside red

 


 

Join Date: Jun 2008

Posts: 149 

Location: N.Wales
	Nope can't think of anyone apart from woman who plays Mrs Doyle in Father Ted
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18th October 2008, 22:05 
	  #19 

	StretfordEnd 

Administrator

 


 

Join Date: Jul 2002

Posts: 50,134 

Location: Manchester
	Quote:

Originally Posted by sbrjack 

Silverman is very funny but it takes a while to warm to her
Jennifer Saunders
Dawn French
Joe Brand 
Rhona Cameron
Catherine Tate

Rhona Cameron? [image: image93.png]




Do any of the others do stand up apart from Brand, who's as funny as migraine?
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18th October 2008, 22:44 
	  #20 

	Ollie*CUFC 

Registered User

 


 

Join Date: Aug 2006

Posts: 10,363 
	Quote:

Originally Posted by sbrjack 

Silverman is very funny but it takes a while to warm to her
Jennifer Saunders
Dawn French
Joe Brand 
Rhona Cameron
Catherine Tate

That's crap, they're all as funny as cancer.

__________________
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19th October 2008, 16:13 
	  #21 

	SkyBlueMatt 

Registered User

 


 

Join Date: Aug 2008

Posts: 132 
	I cant think of many, there are some funny women that do some TV programs but Stand up is a big no no, never laughed at a woman doing stand up when ever I do watch it I feel embarrassed for the old gal :P 

Also I actually want to kill Jo Brand, such a Gobby, fat slag. Shes not funny just painful to watch.
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(Source: http://www.footballforums.net/forums/showthread.php?s=da8615e39a5ba4eb58b66f20816d7280&t=183121&page=2 

