- TEPY o Westminster Office

Dear Dr Paterson,
CPS training for Specialist Rape Prosecutorsg

Further to YOUr correspondence toncerming thig issue, I have received a Jetter from Keir Starmer QC,
Director of Public Prosecutiong at the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), whose portfolio comprises
this mattey. | enclose a copy of his letter for Your information,

As you will see from the reply, Mr Starmer explains that the accreditation of €xperienced prosecutors
S specialist Tape prosecutors ig the Tespousibility of Chief Crown Prosecutors Who are assisted by the

Tape coordinators jp any given areg, Together, they ensure that the specialist Tape prosecutors meet the
high specialist standards, Furthennore, the C'PS does not re

Yours sincerely, %)

l

Stephen Williams Mp
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RE: DR CHARLOTTE PATERSON

Your letter of 19 October 2008, addressed to The Right Honourable jack Straw MP,
the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, on behalf of your constityent
Dr Charlotte Paterson, has been passed to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) for
reply. As the Ditector of Public Prosecutions, [ am the Head of the CPS. T have now
received a report from Mr Mike Kennedy, the Chief Operating Officer for Business
Development.

all our specialist rape prosecutofs. This training includes input from an external
speaker, the manager of a Sexual Assault Referral Centre or reépresentative from
another specialist SUpport service, on the effects of rape - including rape trauma



In addition, we have web-based fraining, known in the CPS as e-learning, on
prosecuting rape cases, Like the classroom training, the e-learning course reminds
prosecutors of the need to work closely with police colleagues to build strong cases.
The course includes 4 sertes of ‘challenge questions’ and, upon completion, provides
an assessment of the knowledge the prosecutor has gained.

KEIR STARMER Q¢



