Bristol Fawcett: Information campaign on Trafficking, 2006 - 07


In the spring of 2006 Bristol Fawcett began to collate local information about human trafficking.  In addition to holding face-to-face meetings with a number of journalists and police officers, we sent letters to MPs and a number of contacts in local government and the voluntary sector.  This report collates the very sparse information we received and was up to date in spring 2007.

Questions we asked in our letters:

Do you believe that human trafficking into a variety of sites (prostitution, forced marriage, forced labour etc.) is an issue locally (and nationally, for MPs)?

· If so, what do you know about the extent of the problem or what action is being taken to assess the extent of the problem?

· What actions are being taken to address the problem locally, and what arrangements are in place to work in partnership to tackle these problems?

· (MPs) What steps do you consider need to be taken at a national level to tackle trafficking? 

We found that trafficking – whether for marriage, or work including sex work - is very often not in the public domain and intelligence is not easy to come by.  Proactive work in the area is rare.

Summary of findings and views from our sources (views expressed are not necessarily shared by Bristol Fawcett):

· Intelligence suggests that trafficking is not seen as a specific problem in Bristol although the police are aware of its hidden nature and continue to monitor the issue.  For Operation Pentameter Avon & Somerset Police submitted over 60 pieces of intelligence towards intelligence scoping.

· In 2 months of Operation Pentameter in the UK (March-June 2006), 515 saunas/brothels/massage parlours were raided, releasing 180 women of whom 84 were confirmed trafficked including 12 14-17 year olds. Avon & Somerset carried out two intelligence-led operations in partnership with Immigration Service, the local communities and others.

· Communication is maintained with the UK Human Trafficking Centre.

· National trafficking in and out of Bristol is certainly an issue but there is little intelligence of direct international trafficking.

· There is evidence of the kidnapping of women from Bristol to forced marriages in South Asia.

· Underage prostitution tends now not to be street based but via the internet, mobile phones and at private addresses – which makes it even harder to track.

· Bristol has a Reference Group for Young People involved in Sexual Exploitation.

· Some partners working with the city council include police, the race unit, child abuse investigation team, vice unit, Barnardos Base, the Asylum and Immigration Unit, the regional executive for asylum issues.

· There should be an urgent increase of ‘risible’ 26 safe beds in the UK for trafficked women - and also a period of reflection.

· A dedicated border force for Britain is needed.

· A realistic approach to prostitution is needed with focus on health, exploitation and violence.

· Prostitution: there are ‘a few’ Eastern European women working in massage parlours, not necessarily trafficked. 

· Forced labour: South West TUC have carried out detailed research.
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