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Information sheet on Trafficking

How do we define trafficking?

Trafficking in human beings is not always associated with prostitution.  It encompasses a range of exploitation including, for example, forced marriage.  Article 4 of the European Convention on trafficking defines trafficking in human beings as:

“the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat, or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purposes of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs”. 

The UN Platform for Action (1995) calls upon governments to:

‘Take appropriate measures to address the root factors, including external factors that encourage trafficking in women and girls for prostitution and other forms of commercialised sex, forced marriages and forced labour’

What is the extent of the problem?

There are no reliable estimates of extent of worldwide human trafficking.

In 2001, the FBI estimated 700,000 women and children were trafficked worldwide, UNICEF estimated 1.75 million, and the International Organization on Migration (IOM) merely 400,000. The U.S. State Department's annual reports on trafficking in persons stated in 2005 that 600,000 to 800,000 people are trafficked across international borders each year.
In the UK, the UK Action Plan in Tackling Human Trafficking points to the lack of robust data on the extent of human trafficking, including trafficking of minors. However, there was some evidence that at least 4000 women in the UK were trafficking for sexual exploitation in 2003. 
What is the situation in Bristol?

In Bristol as elsewhere in the UK, the hidden nature of human trafficking – it goes on behind closed doors, within closed communities and outside the reach of statutory agencies – means that very little is known.  We need to find out more.  We do know that:

· National trafficking (within the UK) in and out of Bristol is certainly an issue but there is little intelligence of direct international trafficking.

· There is evidence of the kidnapping of women from Bristol to forced marriages in South Asia.

· Underage prostitution tends now not to be street based but via the internet, mobile phones and at private addresses – which makes it even harder to track.

The aims of Bristol anti-trafficking group are:
· To highlight the links between international poverty and trafficking

· To analyse the diverse forms of trafficking 

· To break the link between immigration control and trafficking

· To highlight national trafficking (within the UK)

· To highlight the need for a better support network for victims of trafficking

· Since the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings has now been ratified (17/01/08) to persuade Bristol City Council to sign a declaration on the fight against trafficking in human beings. 

Support us!

· Donate to our campaign by contacting treasurer@bristolfawcett.org.uk

· Keep up to date by visiting www.bristolfawcett.org.uk/trafficking.html

· Ask to be kept informed of our work around trafficking by filling in a contacts form at http://www.bristolfawcett.org.uk/Join%20Us.html

· Join our small strategic group by emailing

trafficking@bristolfawcett.org.uk
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